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Why You Should Delete 
Snapchat    written by adam McLane

,·YH�EHHQ�HQJDJHG�LQ�YDULRXV�IRUPV�RI�VRFLDO�PHGLD�VLQFH�$2/�FKDW�
URRPV�LQ�������$QG�,·YH�QHYHU�VHHQ�D�PRUH�GDQJHURXV�DSSOLFDWLRQ�
WDUJHWLQJ�WHHQDJHUV��VSHFLÀFDOO\�JLUOV��WKDQ�6QDSFKDW�

The premise of Snapchat is simple��<RX�WDNH�D�SLFWXUH��VHQG�LW�WR�D�
IULHQG��DQG�WKH\�FDQ�RQO\�VHH�LW�IRU�XS�WR����VHFRQGV�EHIRUH�LW·V�GH-
OHWHG�

$QG�WKDW·V�ZKHUH�WKH�OLH�EHJLQV�

I want to be blunt.�My goal for this post is to motivate you to delete 

Snapchat from your phone.

Reason #1 – Snapchat is built on a lie
,Q�P\�ERRN��$�3DUHQW·V�*XLGH�WR�8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�6RFLDO�0HGLD��,�VKDUH�
WKUHH�UXOHV�DERXW�VRFLDO�PHGLD�ZKLFK�OHDG�PH�WR�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�
6QDSFKDW�LVQ·W�WR�EH�WUXVWHG�

5XOH����
(YHU\WKLQJ�SRVWHG�RQOLQH�LV�SXEOLF

,�ZURWH�DERXW�WKLV�LQ�GHSWK�KHUH��

7KH�FHQWUDO�SUHPLVH�RI�6QDSFKDW�LV�WKDW�ZKDW�\RX�DUH�VHQGLQJ�LV�SUL-
YDWH��7KDW·V�D�OLH��7KHUH�LV�D�YHU\�UHDO�ULVN�WKDW�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�VKDUH�
ZLWK�DQ\�DSS�RU�RQ�DQ\�ZHEVLWH�ZLOO�EHFRPH�SXEOLF��2QH�GD\��HYHU\�
LPDJH�\RX�SRVW�RQOLQH�PD\��EHFRPH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�\RXU�QDPH��
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:KHQ�\RX�SRVW�VRPHWKLQJ�RQOLQH�\RX�JLYH�XS�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�FRQWURO�
ZKHUH�WKDW�LPDJH�JRHV��6R�HYHQ�LI�\RX�DUHQ·W�XVLQJ�\RXU�UHDO�QDPH�
WR�SRVW�ZLWK�6QDSFKDW��WKDW�´private imageµ�PD\�RQH�GD\�SRS�XS�LQ�D�
*RRJOH�6HDUFK�RI�\RXU�QDPH�

7KH�VDPH�LV�WUXH�RI�DQ\ZKHUH�\RX�SRVW�VRPHWKLQJ�RQOLQH��<RX�DOZD\V�
PXVW�NQRZ�WKDW�ZKDW�\RX�DUH�SRVWLQJ could EHFRPH�SXEOLF�

5XOH����²�7KHUH·V�QR�VXFK�WKLQJ�DV�DQRQ\PLW\�
RQOLQH��RQO\�SHUFHLYHG�DQRQ\PLW\�
$Q\�WLPH�\RXU�GHYLFH�FRQQHFWV�WR�WKH�LQWHUQHW�LW�DVVRFLDWHV������RI�
\RXU�DFWLYLW\�ZLWK�\RXU�GHYLFH���(YHU\�GHYLFH�KDV�D�XQLTXH�LGHQWLÀHU��
OLNH�D�ÀQJHU�SULQW��:KHQ�\RX�EX\�LW�DQG�UHJLVWHU�LW�WKDW�WUDQVDFWLRQ�LV�
OLQNHG�WR�\RX�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�GR�ZLWK�LW�LV�XOWLPDWHO\�SRLQWLQJ�EDFN�
WR�\RX��

(YHU\�VLWH��HYHU\�LPDJH�\RX�XSORDG�GRZQORDG��HYHU\�VHDUFK��HYHU\�
FDOO«�HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKDW�GHYLFH��E.v.e.r.y.t.h.i.n.g. 

(YHQ�LI�\RX�GHOHWH�LW��(YHQ�LI�\RX�XVH�D�SUR[\�VHUYHU��(YHQ�LI«�
E.v.e.r.y.t.h.i.n.g.

7KH�FRQWHQW�LVQ·W�DOZD\V�VDYHG��EXW�WKH�DFWLYLW\�LWVHOI�PRVW�GHÀQLWHO\�LV�

:LWK�6QDSFKDW��WKH�SHUFHSWLRQ�WKDW�\RXU�DFFRXQW�LV�DQRQ\PRXV«�
meaning it is using a pseudonym [An account name] and not your 

real name��PDNHV�LW�HDV\�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�\RX�DUH�GLVDVVRFLDWLQJ�ZKDW�
\RX�VHQG�RQ�6QDSFKDW�IURP�´WKH�UHDO�\RX�µ

3XUH�DQG�VLPSOH��Perceived anonymity is dangerous��$QG�6QDSFKDW�
XVHV�WKDW�WR�WKHLU�DGYDQWDJH�WR�JHW�\RX�WR�WUXVW�LW��2YHU�WLPH�\RX·OO�
EHJLQ�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�LI�\RX·UH�XVLQJ�D�IDNH�QDPH��ZKDW�\RX�VHQG�FDQ·W�EH�
tracked back to you.

%XW�WKDW·V�QRW�KRZ�WKH�LQWHUQHW�ZRUNV�DW�DOO�

6QDSFKDW�NQRZV�ZKR�\RX�DUH��ZKHUH�\RX�DUH��DQG�WKH\�VWRUH�LW�DOO��
�7KH\�DUH�OHJDOO\�ERXQG�WR���(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKHLU�PDUNHWLQJ�FRS\�VD\V�
WKH\�GRQ·W«�their terms of service say that they do store it AND they 

have the right to sell that information as an asset to the company 

ZKLFK�WKH\�FDQ�VHOO���6HH�8VDJH�'DWD�RQ�WKHLU�WHUPV�RI�VHUYLFH��$OVR�
ORRN�DW�WKH�ODQJXDJH�LQ�WKHLU�SULYDF\�SROLF\��´We cannot guarantee 

WKDW�GHOHWLRQ�DOZD\V�RFFXUV�ZLWKLQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�WLPHIUDPH�µ�7KLV�LV�LP-
SRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�\RX�FUHDWH�DQ�DFFRXQW�\RX�DUH�OHJDOO\�DJUHHLQJ�
WR�WKHVH�WHUPV�HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW·V�H[DFWO\�RSSRVLWH�RI�WKH�PDUNHWLQJ��
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Rule #3 There’s no such thing as 
online privacy, only perceived online    
privacy
7KH�ELJJHVW�OLH�LV�WKDW�WKH�LPDJHV�JR�DZD\��,Q�IDFW��EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�
WUDQVIHUUHG�EHWZHHQ�XVHUV�RI�WKH�DSS��WKDW�LPDJH�DFWXDOO\�WRXFKHV�
VHYHUDO�VHUYHUV�EHWZHHQ�\RXU�SKRQH�DQG�\RXU�IULHQGV�SKRQH��7KH�LP-
DJH�JRHV�IURP�\RXU�GHYLFH��WR�\RXU�SKRQH�FDUULHUV�VHUYHUV��WR�6QDS-
FKDWV�VHUYHUV��WR�\RXU�IULHQGV�SKRQH�FDUULHUV�VHUYHUV��WR�WKHLU�SKRQH��
7KDW�PHVVDJH�LV�ORJJHG�DOO�RI�WKRVH�SODFHV��WKDW�LPDJH�LV�VWRUHG�RQ�
6QDSFKDWV�VHUYHUV��WKDW�LPDJH�LV�VWRUHG�RQ�\RXU�SKRQH��DQG�WKDW�LP-
DJH�LV�VWRUHG�RQ�\RXU�IULHQGV�SKRQH���1RW�WR�PHQWLRQ�D�WRQ�RI�VHUYHUV�
DQG�VZLWFKHV�ZKR�SDVV�WKDW�GDWD�DFURVV�WKH�ZHE��

$OO�WKH�6QDSFKDW�DSS�DFWXDOO\�GRHV�WR�PDNH�LW�VR�\RX�VHH�LI�IRU�MXVW�D�
IHZ�VHFRQGV�LV�FKDQJH�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�ÀOH�VR�WKDW�\RX�FDQ·W�VHH�LW��
%XW�LW·V�VWLOO�WKHUH��>5HDG�WKLV�DUWLFOH��Forensic Expert Pokes Holes in 

Snapchat and Facebook]

%RWWRP�OLQH��3HUFHLYHG�SULYDF\�LV�GDQJHURXV��,W�FRQYLQFHV�\RX�WKDW�
VRPHWKLQJ�LV�SULYDWH��ZKHQ�DW�LW·V�YHU\�FRUH�LW�LVQ·W�SULYDWH�DW�DOO��&RP-
ELQH�WKDW�ZLWK�WKH�OLH�WKDW�ZKDW�\RX�VKDUH�RQ�6QDSFKDW�LV�DQRQ\PRXV�
DQG�\RX·OO�VHH�ZK\�,�WKLQN�6QDSFKDW�LV�VR�GDQJHURXV��HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�
WHHQDJHUV�

6LGHQRWH��,URQLFDOO\��D�WH[W�PHVVDJH�LV�PRUH�SULYDWH�WKDQ�VRPHWKLQJ�
VHQW�ZLWK�6QDSFKDW��7KH�)&&�JXDUDQWHHV�WKDW�D�WH[W�LV�D�SULYDWH�H[-
FKDQJH�EHWZHHQ�WZR�GHYLFHV�DQG�LW�WDNHV�D�VHDUFK�ZDUUDQW�WR�DFFHVV�
\RXU�WH[WV��:LWK�6QDSFKDW�\RX�DUH�ZLOOLQJO\�VKDULQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�RYHU�
D�QHWZRUN�WKDW�LV�QRW�VHFXUH�DQG�\RX�DUH�QRW�SURWHFWHG��OHJDOO\��IURP�
WKHP�UHYHDOLQJ�DOO�RI�\RXU�PHVVDJHV�GRZQ�WKH�URDG��:KHQ�\RX�DJUHH�
WR�WKH�WHUPV�RI�VHUYLFH�\RX�DJUHH�WKDW�DOO�RI�WKH�GDWD�LV�WKHLUV�DQG�WKH\�
FDQ�GR�ZLWK�LW�ZKDWHYHU�WKH\�ZDQW�

,�PHDQ��ZK\�GR�\RX��WKLQN�WKH�DSS�LV�IUHH"�%HFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�FRO-
OHFWLQJ�GDWD�DERXW�\RX�DQG�VHOOLQJ�LW�WR�PDUNHWLQJ�FRPSDQLHV��'XK�

<RX�DUH�WKH�SURGXFW�WKH\�DUH�VHOOLQJ�
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Reason #2 – Snapchat was created as 
a safe way to sext
&XUUHQWO\��WKH�FUHDWRUV�RI�6QDSFKDW�DUH�EXV\�VXLQJ�RQH�DQRWKHU�DERXW�
ZKR�UHDOO\�FUHDWHG�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH��7KH�FDVH�KDV�UH-
YHDOHG�GRFXPHQWV�ZKLFK�FRQÀUP�ZKDW�HYHU\RQH�KDV�NQRZQ�VLQFH�WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ��6QDSFKDW�ZDV�FUHDWHG�DV�D�´VDIHµ�VH[WLQJ�DSS�

+HUH·V�DQ�HPDLO�DERXW�GUDIWLQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�SUHVV�UHOHDVH��LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�
FRXUW�GRFXPHQWV���7KH�DSS�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�FDOOHG�SLFDERR�

$QG�WKLV�LV�DQ�H[FKDQJH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FUHDWRU�DQG�D�SHUVRQ�WKH\�DUH�
DVNLQJ�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�DSS·V�UHOHDVH�

7KH�FUHDWRUV�UHIHU�WR�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�´FHUWLÀHG�EURVµ�ZKR�EUDJ�DERXW�
WKHLU�IUDWHUQLW\�JHWWLQJ�NLFNHG�RII�6WDQIRUG·V�FDPSXV��$QG�WKH\�UHIHU�WR���
ZRPHQ��WKHLU�WDUJHW�GHPRJUDSKLF��DV�´betches�µ
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,V�WKDW�KRZ�\RX�OLNH�WR�EH�WDONHG�DERXW"�,I�\RX�DUH�D�SDUHQW��DUH�
\RX�H[FLWHG�DERXW�\RXU�GDXJKWHU�EHLQJ�WDUJHWHG�WR�VHQG�LPDJHV�
WKURXJK�D�VHUYLFH�WR�´FHUWLÀHG�EURVµ�ZKR�FDOO�\RXU�GDXJKWHU�D�´betch�µ

,�WKLQN�QRW�

7KH�IDFW�LV�WKDW�6QDSFKDW�ZDV�FUHDWHG�DV�D�VH[WLQJ�DSS��/LNH�D�GR�
LW�\RXUVHOI�YHUVLRQ�RI�*LUOV�*RQH�:LOG��<RX�PLJKW�QRW�XVH�LW�WKDW�ZD\��
EXW�WKDW·V�ZKDW�LW�ZDV�FUHDWHG�IRU�

$QG�WKH�IDFW�LV�WKDW�WKH�LPDJHV�DUH�QRW�GHOHWHG��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�WHUPV�
RI�VHUYLFH��WKH\�FDQ�VWRUH�IRU�ZKDWHYHU�SXUSRVHV�WKH\�ZDQW�IRU�DV�ORQJ�
DV�WKH\�ZDQW�

�5HDG�WKLV�DUWLFOH�DERXW�WKH�ODZVXLW��LQFOXGLQJ�PRUH�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�
DERXW�KRZ�WKH�FUHDWRUV�WDON�DERXW�ZRPHQ��WKH�DSS��DQG�WKHLU�KRSHV�WR�
JHW�YHU\�ULFK�VHOOLQJ�\RXU�XVDJH�GDWD��

:RUVH�\HW"�6QDSFKDW�LV�IXQGHG�ZLWK�YHQWXUH�FDS�PRQH\��ORWV�RI�LW��6R�
WKH�JRDO�RI�6QDSFKDW�LV�WR�VHOO�LW�IRU�D�ORW�RI�PRQH\«�LQFOXGLQJ�DOO�RI�
WKH�GDWD«�PHDQLQJ�\RX�KDYH�]HUR�FRQWURO�ZKHUH�\RXU�“privateµ�LP-
DJHV�ZLOO�RQH�GD\�HQG�XS�

&KHFN�WKLV�OLWWOH�JHP�RXW�LQ�WKHLU�SULYDF\�SROLF\��“Sharing of informa-

WLRQ��:H�PD\�VKDUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�\RX�DV�IROORZV�RU�DV�RWKHUZLVH�
GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKLV�3ULYDF\�3ROLF\��,Q�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK��RU�GXULQJ�QHJRWLD-

WLRQV�RI��DQ\�PHUJHU��VDOH�RI�FRPSDQ\�DVVHWV��ÀQDQFLQJ�RU�DFTXLVLWLRQ�
of all or a portion of our business to another company;”

:KDW�GRHV�WKDW�PHDQ"�7KDW�PHDQV�\RXU�´private picturesµ�DUH�XOWL-
PDWHO\�IRU�VDOH��$QG�\RX·YH�JLYHQ�WKHP�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�VHOO�WKHP�

'RQ·W�WKLQN�WKDW·V�D�SUREOHP"�5HDG�WKH�VWRU\�RI�$QJLH�9DURQD��ZKR�
VKDUHG�VRPH�LPDJHV�DW�DJH����DQG�LV�QRZ�D�IDFH�	�ERG\�XVHG�WR�VHOO�
SRUQ�DQG�IDNH�)DFHERRN�DFFRXQWV�DJDLQVW�KHU�ZLOO�

“But I use it innocently” “But it’s re-
ally fun.”
/RWV�RI�QRW�VR�LQQRFHQW�WKLQJV�DUH�XVHG�LQQRFHQWO\��$QG�ORWV�RI�LQQR-
FHQW�WKLQJV�DUH�XVHG�IRU�QRW�VR�LQQRFHQW�WKLQJV�

<XS��7KDW·V�WUXH��%XW�,�WKLQN�ZKHQ�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH�DSS�LV�
IXQGDPHQWDOO\�EXLOW�RQ�D�OLH��RQH�ZKLFK�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�GHFHLYHV�\RX��
DQG�ZKHQ�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH�RULJLQDO�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�DSS²�LQ�WKH�
ZRUGV�RI�LWV�FUHDWRUV²�ZDV�´WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�VH[W�µ
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'R�\RXU�KRPHZRUN��,QYHVWLJDWH�IRU�\RXUVHOI��7KHQ�GHOHWH�LW�

0\�DGYLFH"�6KDUH�SLFWXUHV�RYHU�WH[W�PHVVDJH�RU�,QVWDJUDP���,QVWD-
JUDP��SDUW�RI�)DFHERRN��KDV�D�PXFK�EHWWHU�SULYDF\�SROLF\��WHUPV�RI�
VHUYLFH��DQG�LV�QRW�EXLOW�RQ�WKH�OLH�RI�SULYDF\��

$ERXW�$GDP�0FODQH
$�OLIHORQJ�\RXWK�ZRUNHU��$GDP�0F/DQH�LV�D�3DUWQHU�DW�7KH�<RXWK�&DU-
WHO�DQG�3ULQFLSDO�DW�0F/DQH�&UHDWLYH��+H�LV�D�SXUYH\RU��FRQQRLVVHXU��
WUDGHU��DQG�FROOHFWRU�RI�LGHDV��

.ULVWHQ�DQG�$GDP�KDYH�EHHQ�PDUULHG����\HDUV�DQG�OLYH�LQ�WKH�6DQ�'L-
HJR�QHLJKERUKRRG�RI�5RODQGR�ZLWK�WKHLU�URZG\�FKLOGUHQ��0HJDQ��3DXO��
DQG�-DFNVRQ�

0RUH�IURP�$GDP�0F/DQH

$�3DUHQW·V�*XLGH�WR�8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�6RFLDO�0HGLD����
$YDLODEOH�DW�$PD]RQ�FRP��WKH\RXWKFDUWHO�FRP��DQG������������������������
VLPSO\RXWKPLQLVWU\�FRP

6SHDNLQJ�	�7UDLQLQJ�,QIRUPDWLRQ���
&RQWDFW�DGDP#WKH\RXWKFDUWHO�FRP

+RVW�7KH�%HVW�(YHU�3DUHQW�7UDLQLQJ�(YHU���
WKH\RXWKFDUWHO�FRP�SDUHQWLQJ�

&RQQHFW�ZLWK�$GDP�RQ�KLV�EORJ���
ZZZ�DGDPPFODQH�FRP


